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Cumberland County
POSITION PAPER FOR AGENDA ITEM

TO: Board of County Commissioners
FROM: James H. Gailey

DATE: November 17, 2025

SUBJECT: Finance Committee Appointments

Requested Action:

Appoint the following amended slate of elected officials to the 2025-2026 Finance Committee.

Background & Purpose of Request:

In September, the County Commissioners conducted their annual finance committee caucus as required
by State Statute. Four names were brought forward in September. Unfortunately, on the September
meeting the City of Portland delegation were unable to attend the caucus due to a competing City
Council meeting. In October, the Commissioners appointed the two members from County
Commissioner District 5, both coming from the City of Portland City Council.

A third member from the Portland City Council was brought forward for appointment, but a member of
the public questioned the issue of correct precinct. The Commissioners postponed the appointment until
staff could further confirm eligibility. The issue, an issue | created by transposing the wrong precinct on
the October agenda, stated the vacancy was Portland’s 5-2 Precinct. It is actually, Portland Precinct 5-1,
which is part of County Commissioner District 4. Portland City Councilor Sykes represents Council
District 5, which includes Precinct 5-1. Commissioner Smith has expressed interest in appointing
Councilor Sykes to the vacant seat in County Commissioner District 4. Clear as mud, | know.

| have updated the Finance Committee roster reflecting the three appointments for October 20'"’s
meeting. The appointment is in “red”.

Effective Date: Immediate

Attachments: Amended Roster of Finance Committee
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